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After working hard on recording and then touring behind his first album, Page McConnell is ready to unwind a bit 

this fall. While McConnell doesn’t have any tour dates booked, he will be making his Carnegie Hall debut during an 

Elton John and Bernie Taupin tribute on October 10th. 
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Page was kind enough to speak with us about the Elton/Bernie tribute, personal highlights of this past year, and 

what’s next for the Chairman of the Boards… 

Scott Bernstein: How did you get involved with the Elton John tribute? 

Page McConnell: Initially Michael Dorf, who runs the series, asked Mike Gordon or maybe even Mike and Leo to do 

the benefit, but it isn’t something that he is doing right now. Through (Mike’s) people, I was turned onto it. 

SB: Have you prepared for the performance at all? Do you know what you are gonna play? 

PM: I do know what I’m gonna play…and you know what they say about trying to get to Carnegie Hall. Yes, I have 

been practicing. Practice, Practice, Practice. I’ll be playing Amoreena. Also I suppose there is the possibility for 
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collaborations. I jumped at the opportunity because I’ve never played Carnegie Hall, and I’ve been an Elton John fan 

for my whole life. One of my very first concerts was Elton John at the Garden in ’82. Read on for more of Scotty’s 

interview with Page… 

SB: Phish played Amoreena once before, back in 1997 — do you remember how that came up at the time? 

PM: We were in Pittsburgh, and it was one of those things where in different stages of the band we spent a lot of 

time working out covers. We had a practice room backstage, and we learned, on some tours, up to a cover a day. 

That was a song I always liked and wanted to get the band to do it. We played it once, and then I played it some on 

the last tour with the band I was with, and that ended up working out very well. I also played it solo with Vida Blue, 

it’s a tune that’s been in my repertoire for a long time. I’ve played it with three different groups three different ways. 

I’m really looking forward to it. 

Interestingly it’s probably the most recent Elton John song I’ve learned. When I was growing up I probably had 20 or 

30 songs I played of his, and that was not one of them. Amoreena is one that became a favorite of mine later in life. 

Growing up in high school I learned to play the piano and sing, and he was one of the people I emulated. 

SB: How was seeing Elton live in 1982? 

PM: It was great. He played with the main band he played with for all of those years. They opened with Funeral For 

a Friend, and it was intense. He sounded great and he is an incredible performer. He just has so many hits! Aside 

from all the showmanship, which is something at a concert you like to see, it all goes to the songs and there are just 

so many songs that are so good. Just incredible melodies and lyrics, as a team (he and Bernie Taupin) they really 

know how to put it together. 

 



SB: Are you interested in seeing any of the other artists on the bill at Carnegie Hall? 

PM: Obviously Phoebe Snow — it’s great that she’s on the bill. I’m a big fan of Aimee Mann. I haven’t even seen the 

full list [of performers], but I know that both of those two are on it. I’m definitely looking forward to those two. 

SB: You performed at the Simpsons premiere…how was that experience for you? 

PM: That was obviously a once-in-a-lifetime experience. First of all to have Springfield, Vermont be officially named 

as the home of The Simpsons was amazing. Phish may be the only Vermonters that were ever animated on the 

show, but I’m not sure about that. 

Matt’s [Simpsons' creator Matt Groening] a fan of the band. He came and saw us a couple of times when we played 

Ventura. We got up there and it was just a great scene, and then we got to see the first showing at the Springfield 

Vermont Movie Theater, which holds about 220 people and is the only theater in town. It was really a nice moment, 

all the creative people were there, there was a yellow carpet we walked down. It was a great honor and a nice 

moment for me. 
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SB: You just finished a whole cycle of writing, promoting and touring behind an album as a solo artist. What were 

the highlights of the whole process? 

PM: Well, making the album itself was one highlight after another for me. It started with one note basically, and 

went on from there it could have been anything I guess at that point things were wide open. I was really pleased 

http://www.tubesnow.com/


with…I worked really hard on it. The process of making the record was really a lot of fun for me, and it was a real 

period of discovery. 

As far as promoting it, I knew pretty much what I was in for as I’ve promoted so many different projects with Phish 

over the years, and a few solo things. The press is the press, and you do a lot of interviews. It’s part of the job. It’s 

probably not my favorite part of the job, but it’s wasn’t anything I hadn’t expected. 

The tour ended up being a lot of fun because I really found that the band grew together in a cool way. At times we 

had a few moments of a really unique sound… something fresh… so that’s what I was looking for. It’s a lot to put a 

band together, and I was really proud of those guys. We’re all really good friends, which is one of those funny 

things. It ended up working out that way, we get along really well. 
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SB: Do you have any plans to play with those guys in the future? 

PM: I don’t have any plans beyond the Elton John gig. I’ve purposely kinda left my future open a little bit. I did have 

a great time playing with those guys, so you never know what will happen later on. 

SB: What did you think of the High Sierra festival? 

PM: High Sierra was a lot of fun. It was a really hot summer out there. There were all those forest fires nearby in 

Tahoe and in the hills on the way to the festival. I got there on what was the fourth day, and it was 106 degrees so 

the area was pretty well toasted. 



The festival had a really nice vibe — I did the little workshop sessions in which I took questions and played a couple 

of songs solo in a nice air-conditioned room. That was a unique experience for me. I can’t really think that I’ve done 

anything like that. That was fun. Then being outside [on the mainstage] — it was a great day and a great lineup. 

Mavis Staples played right before us, and Leftover Salmon played right after us. I sat in with those guys for a song. 

SB: Have you been playing with any other musicians lately? What’s next for you? 

PM: Nope. Nothing on the schedule. Nothing to announce. I’m really trying to figure out what my next move is. The 

album, as much joy as it brought me, was a long process. I’m kinda hoping that I can get involved with something 

next that will be a little bit more manageable. I would love to do something else that wouldn’t be so all 

encompassing for a year and a half. I’m leaving it open. Hopefully there is life after working on this album for so 

long. 
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SB: As usual the rumors have been flying about a Phish reunion. Have you had a chance to jam with the other three 

members of the band since Phish walked off the stage at Coventry? 

PM: No, I haven’t really had a chance to just jam with the band, but I have played with them in various situations. 

All three of those guys played on my record. It’s not like I don’t play music with them around Burlington or 

something. Mike sat in with my band when we played at Higher Ground and at The Simpsons gig, so it’s not like we 

don’t play together. But the last time I played with Trey was when he played on my record. It’s nothing taboo, it’s 

just about where we are right now. 

 


